Name: Ms. Danielle McKee



Subject: Reading/Language Arts

Grade Level:1





Length: 35-45 minutes

Number of Students: 25 +

PREINSTRUCTIONAL 

English Language Arts

Meaning and Communication

Content Standard 1: All students will read and comprehend general and technical material.
Benchmark- Early Elementary

1. Use reading for multiple purposes, such as enjoyment, gathering information, and learning new procedures.

3. Employ multiple strategies to construct meaning, including word and recognition skills, context clues, retelling, predicting, and generating questions. 

Content Standard 3: All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts. 

Benchmark-Early Elementary

5. Employ strategies to construct meaning while reading, listening to, viewing, or creating texts. Examples include retelling, predicting, generating questions, examining picture cues, discussing with peers, using context clues, and creating mental pictures.

6. Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and concepts in oral, visual, and written texts by using a variety of resources, such as prior knowledge, context, other people, dictionaries, pictures, and electronic sources. 

Depth of Understanding

Content Standard 9: All students will demonstrate understanding of the complexity of enduring issues and recurring problems by making connections and generating themes within and across texts. 

Benchmark- Early Elementary

2. Identify and categorize key ideas, concepts, and perspectives found in texts.

Grade Level Content Expectations

1. Reading

Vocabulary-- R.WS.01.10 --  In context, determine the meaning of words and phrases including objects, actions, concepts, content vocabulary, and literary terms, using strategies and resources including context clues, mental pictures, and questioning. 

Comprehension-- R.CM.01.01 Make text-to-self and text-to-text connections and comparisons by activating prior knowledge and connecting personal knowledge and experience to ideas in text through oral and written responses. 
2. Listening and Viewing

Convention-- L.CN.01.02 -- Ask appropriate questions for clarification and understanding during a presentation or report. 

Response-- L.RP.01.03 Respond to multiple text types listened to or viewed knowledgeably, by discussing, illustrating, and/or writing in order to reflect, make meaning, and make connections. 

Objectives

As a result of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. demonstrate an understanding of Something Small. 

2. understand and demonstrate how to deal with grief by remembering someone or something that they have lost. 
Materials/Special Arrangements/Individual Modifications

1. Honig, Rebecca. Something Small. Sesame Street Workshop, 2010

a. This book can also be viewed online for free. Go to: http://www.sesameworkshop.org/initiatives/emotion/tlc/additionalresources_grief and click on the link Children’s Storybook. 

2. http://www.sesameworkshop.org/grief 
a. Video: Elmo and Jesse- The Memory Box

3. 25 (or as many students that are in the class) tissue boxes
4. markers

5. paint

6. paint brushes

7. ribbon

8. construction paper

9. stickers

10. any other art supply available
11. glue

12. scissors

13. tape
14. art aprons for the students to wear (if available) 
DURING INSTRUCTION

Introductory Activity: 
1. The teacher will have the students move to the reading carpet in a quiet and orderly fashion. 
2. The teacher will explain to the students that we will be talking about loss today. 
3. The teacher will ask the students if they understand what it means to lose someone or something and how it makes them feel.

a. Enough time should be allowed here for discussion. The teacher needs to get the students used to the idea of discussing loss. (Remember that losing a person or item may mean more than one thing to the students: death, leaving or relocating from the student permanently or temporarily) 

4. The teacher will explain to the students that it is important to remember the good times they have spent with someone or something that is no longer in their life. 

5. The teacher will read Something Small, by Rebecca Honig (which will show the students some examples of remembering someone). 
6. After finishing the book, the teacher will ask the students to give some examples of how to remember someone or something they have lost.

7. After the discussion, the teacher will show the students the video: Elmo and Jesse- The Memory Box. 
Developmental Activity: 

1. The teacher will explain to the students that they will be making a memory box to remember someone or something they have lost. 
2. The teacher will have already prepared:

a. The areas in the room that are designated for the students to use different art supplies. 
i. e.g., paint table, construction paper and cutting table, gluing table. 

ii. Depending on the classroom, the teacher may want to have the students sit at their own table or group of desks with all of the supplies that are available in front of them. 

b. 25+ tissue boxes collected and the plastic at the top of the box cut off to have an access hole into the box. 

3. The teacher will explain the steps to making the memory box.

a. The students will think of the one person or thing they would like to make a memory box for. 

b. The students will be given a tissue box.
c. The students will first flip the box upside down and write their name and the name of the person or item the memory box is for. 

d. The students are then allowed to create their box with any of the materials given. 

i. The teacher may want to suggest to the students to relate the decorating to the person or thing that they have lost. 

1. For example, the students may paint a picture of the family dog that has passed away, draw dog bones, house, collar, and so on. 
4. The students will do the activity. 

Concluding the Lesson: 

1. The students will share their memory boxes to the class if they would like to. 
a. It may be helpful if the teacher also makes a memory box to share. Children seem to be more willing to share if the teacher also shares. 

Follow up Activity or Assignment:
1. The teacher will ask the students to bring in at least two items within a week to place into their memory box. 
a. The items can be anything that reminds the student of the person or thing they have lost.

i. e.g., pictures, key chains, letters, toys

ii. The teacher must remind the students that the items must be small enough to fit into the memory box.

2. The students will be asked to share their memory box items with the class. (optional)

3. Once a student has brought in two items to put into the memory box, then the box may go home with them. 

POSTINSTRUCTIONAL

Evaluation of Student Learning

The teacher will evaluate the students’ ability to cope with grief through their reactions to the story, video clip and memory box activity. The evaluation will help the teacher realize those students who may need additional help dealing with grief. 
