Name:  Loni Cloutier

Subject:  Reading and Language Arts

Grade Level:  5th &6th grade
Number of Students: 20-30

Length:  40 minutes

Pre-Instructional
English Language Arts Section

Meaning and Communication
Content Standard 1:  All students will read and comprehend general and technical material.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Use reading for multiple purposes, such as enjoyment, gathering information, learning new procedures, and increasing conceptual understanding.
4. Employ multiple strategies to recognize words as they construct meaning, including the use of phonics, syllabication, spelling patterns, and context clues.
5. Respond to oral, visual, written, and electronic texts, and compare their responses to those of their peers.
Content Standard 2:  All students will demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Write fluently for multiple purposes to produce compositions, such as stories, reports, letters, plays, and explanations of processes.
3. Plan and draft texts, and revise and edit in response to suggestions expressed by others about such aspects as ideas, organization, style, and word choice.
4. Identify multiple language conventions and use them when editing text. Examples include recognition of nouns, verbs, and modifiers, capitalization rules, punctuation marks, and spelling.
Content Standard 3: All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts.
Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Integrate listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing skills for multiple purposes and in varied contexts. An example is using all the language arts to prepare and present a unit project on a selected state or country.
2. Analyze the impact of variables on components of the communication process. Examples include the impact of background noise on an oral message and the effect of text errors, such as spelling or grammar, on the receiver.

3. Read and write fluently, speak confidently, listen and interact appropriately, view knowledgeably, and represent creatively. Examples include exploring ideas in a group, interviewing family and friends, and explaining ideas represented in pictures.

5. Employ multiple strategies to construct meaning while reading, listening to, viewing, or creating texts. Examples include summarizing, predicting, generating questions, mapping, examining picture cues, analyzing word structure and sentence structure, discussing with peers, and using context and text structure.

7. Recognize and use texts as models and employ varied techniques to construct text, convey meaning, and express feelings to influence an audience. Examples include effective introductions and conclusions, different points of view, and rich descriptions.
8. Express their responses to oral, visual, written, and electronic texts, and compare their responses to those of others.
Language
Content Standard 4: All students will use the English language effectively.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
5. Recognize and use language appropriate for varied contexts and purposes. Examples include community building, mathematics class, team sports, friendly and formal letters or invitations, requests for information, interviews with adults, and significant discussions.
Content Standard 5: All students will read and analyze a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature and other texts to seek information, ideas, enjoyment, and understanding of their individuality, our common heritage and common humanity, and the rich diversity in our society.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
2. Describe and discuss the shared human experiences depicted in literature and other texts from around the world. Examples include birth, death, heroism, and love.

4. Describe how various cultures and our common heritage are represented in literature and other texts.
Voice

Content Standard 6: All students will learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Practice using elements of effective communication to enhance their relationships in their school and communities. Examples include enunciation of terms, use of humor, and use of emphasis.
2. Explain the importance of developing confidence and a unique presence or voice in their own oral and written communication.

3. Identify the style and characteristics of individual authors, speakers, and illustrators and how they shape text and influence their audiences’ expectations.

4. Reveal personal voice by explaining growth in learning and accomplishment through their selection of materials for different purposes and audiences. Examples include portfolios, displays, literacy interviews, and submissions for publications.
Skills and Processes

Content Standard 7: All students will demonstrate, analyze, and reflect upon the skills and processes used to communicate through listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing.
Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Use a combination of strategies when encountering unfamiliar texts while constructing meaning. Examples include retelling, predicting, generating questions, mapping, examining picture cues, analyzing word structure, discussing with peers, analyzing phonetically, and using context and text structure.

2. Monitor their progress while using a variety of strategies to overcome difficulties when constructing and conveying meaning.

3. Apply new learning by forming questions and setting learning goals that will aid in self-regulation and reflection on their developing literacy.

4. Develop and use a variety of strategies for planning, drafting, revising, and editing different forms of text for specific purposes.  Examples include brainstorming, revising with peers, sensitivity to audience, and strategies appropriate for purposes, such as informing, persuading, entertaining, and inspiring.
Genre and Craft of Language

Content Standard 8: All students will explore and use the characteristics of different types of texts, aesthetic elements, and mechanics—including text structure, figurative and descriptive language, spelling, punctuation, and grammar—to construct and convey meaning.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Identify and use mechanics that enhance and clarify understanding. Examples include sentence structure, paragraphing, appropriate punctuation, grammatical constructions, conventional spelling, and relating in sequence an account of an oral or visual experience.
3. Identify and use aspects of the craft of the speaker, writer, and illustrator to formulate and express their ideas artistically. Examples include intonation, hues, design, perspective, dialogue, characterization, metaphor, simile, and points of view.

Depth of Understanding
Content Standard 9: All students will demonstrate understanding of the complexity of enduring issues and recurring problems by making connections and generating themes within and across texts.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Explore and reflect on universal themes and substantive issues from oral, visual, and written texts.  Examples include exploration, discovery, and formation of personal relationships.

2. Ideas In Action

Content Standard 10: All students will apply knowledge, ideas, and issues drawn from texts to their lives and the lives of others.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
2. Combine skills to reveal their strengthening literacy. Examples include writing and illustrating a text, reading and then orally analyzing a text, and listening to and then summarizing a presentation.
Critical Standards
Content Standard 12: All students will develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria for the enjoyment, appreciation, and evaluation of their own and others’ oral, written, and visual texts.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
4. Create a collection of personal work selected according to individual and shared criteria, judging the merit of each selection.
5. Develop standards to analyze how the style and substance of personal messages reflect the values of a communicator.
Grade Level Content Expectations
Reading
Word Recognition— R.WS.05.01 Explain when to use and apply word structure, sentence structure, and prediction to aid in decoding words and understanding meanings of words encountered in context.

Word Recognition— R.WS.05.02 Use structural, syntactic, and semantic cues including letter-sound, rimes, base words, affixes, and syllabication to automatically read frequently encountered words,  decode unknown words, and decide meanings including multiple meaning words.

Word Recognition— R.WS.05.03 Automatically recognize frequently encountered words in print with the number of words that can be read fluently increasing steadily across the school year.

Word Recognition— R.WS.05.04 Know the meanings of words encountered frequently in grade level reading and oral language contexts.

Word Recognition— R.WS.05.05 Acquire and apply strategies to identify unknown words or word parts, and construct meaning by analyzing derivatives, defining meanings of affixes, and applying knowledge of word origins.
Comprehension— R.CM.05.01 Connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world to themes and perspectives in text through oral and written responses.
Reading Attitude— R.AT.05.01 Be enthusiastic about reading and do substantial reading and writing on their own.
Writing
Writing Genre— W.GN.05.01 Write a cohesive narrative piece such as a mystery, tall tale, or historical fiction using time period and setting to enhance the plot; demonstrating roles and functions of heroes, anti-heroes, and narrator; and depicting conflicts and resolutions.

Writing Genre— W.GN.05.02 Write poetry based on reading a wide variety of grade-appropriate poetry.
Writing Process—W.PR.05.01 Set a purpose, consider audience, and replicate authors’ styles and patterns when writing a narrative or informational piece.

Writing Process—W.PR.05.02 Apply a variety of pre-writing strategies for both narrative and informational writing (e.g., graphic organizers such as maps, webs, Venn diagrams) in order to generate, sequence, and structure ideas (e.g., role and relationships of characters, settings, ideas, relationship of theory/evidence, or compare/contrast).

Writing Process— W.PR.05.03 Draft focused ideas using linguistic structures and textual features needed to clearly communicate information composing coherent, mechanically sound paragraphs when writing compositions.

Writing Process—W.PR.05.04 Revise drafts based on constructive and specific oral and written responses to writing by identifying sections of the piece to improve organization and flow of ideas (e.g., position/evidence organizational pattern, craft such as titles, leads, endings, and powerful verbs).

Writing Process—W.PR.05.05 Proofread and edit writing using grade-level checklists and other appropriate resources both individually and in groups.
Personal Style— W.PS.05.01 Exhibit personal style and voice to enhance the written message in both narrative (e.g., personification, humor, element of surprise) and informational writing (e.g., emotional appeal, strong opinion, credible support).

Grammar and Usage— W.GR.05.01 In the context of writing, correctly use compound subjects and predicates; proper nouns and pronouns; articles; conjunctions; hyphens in compound and number words; commas between two independent clauses to set off direct address, long phrases, clauses; colons to separate hours and minutes and to introduce a list.

Spelling— W.SP.05.01 In the context of writing, correctly spell frequently encountered words

(e.g., roots, inflections, prefixes, suffixes, multi-syllabic); for less frequently encountered words, use structural cues (e.g., letter/sound, rime, morphemic) and environmental sources (e.g., word walls, word lists, dictionaries, spell checkers).

Handwriting—W.HW.05.01 Write neat and legible compositions.
Writing Attitude—W.AT.05.01 Be enthusiastic about writing and learning to write.

Speaking
Conventions— S.CN.05.01 Use common grammatical structures correctly when speaking including irregular verbs to express more complex ideas.

Conventions— S.CN.05.02 Adjust their use of language to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes including research, explanation, and persuasion.

Conventions— S.CN.05.03 Speak effectively using varying modulation, volume, and pace of speech to indicate emotions, create excitement, and emphasize meaning in narrative and informational presentations.

Conventions— S.CN.05.04 Present in standard American English if it is their first language. (Students whose first language is not English will present in their developing version of standard American English.)
Listening and Viewing
Conventions— L.CN.05.02 listen to or view critically while demonstrating appropriate social skills of audience behaviors (e.g., eye contact, attentive, supportive) in small and large group settings.

Conventions— L.CN.05.03 listen and view critically how verbal and non-verbal strategies enhance understanding of spoken messages and promote effective listening behaviors during a variety of class presentations.
Materials
Coerr, Eleanor.  Sadako.  PaperStar Books, The Putnam & Grosset Group, 1997.
Poster board, different colors of construction paper, scissors, crayons, markers, colored pencils, glue, and tape

1. Introductory Activity
The teacher will read Sadako to the students.

2. Developmental Activities
a. The teacher will have a discussion with the students about the themes and topics that occur in Sadako.

b. The teacher will be sensitive to the subject matter at hand and use caution while speaking.

c. The teacher will observe the students to make sure they are handling the topic of discussion.

d. Topics of discussion could be:

i. What is Hiroshima?

ii. What is the meaning behind making the cranes?

iii. Why did Sadako fold cranes even though she was getting sicker?

iv. Why did her friends finish making the cranes for Sadako?

e. The teacher will then explain the grief contest if they choose to enter.

i. They are to write something telling us about their experience with a loss they have encountered.

ii. The teacher will go over the contest rules.

f. The teacher will go over the project the students will do.

i. First the students are to write about someone or something that they have lost.

1. They make write a poem, song, or story.

ii. Then they are to have another student read what they wrote and help them by proofreading their piece of writing.

iii. The student will make corrections if they feel necessary.

iv. The student will then turn in their piece of writing to the teacher.

v. The students will then start working on their memory poster.

1. They may use anything as long as it is appropriate.

vi. The students are to make a memory poster to honor someone or something that they have lost.

g. The teacher is to read through the students writing and suggest corrections if needed.

h. The teacher will make copies of their work to hand in for the grief contest if the students choose to participate.
i. The teacher will then hand back their writing piece to the students that they may use on their poster.

Concluding the Lesson
The students will finish up their memory posters which they will present to the class if they choose to do so.  

Follow-Up Activity or Assignment
The students will present their memory posters to the class if they choose to do so.  The teacher will display the memory posters on the bulletin board in the classroom or in the hallway.

Post-Instructional

Evaluation of Student Learning
Students will be evaluated by how well they understand Sadako. Students will be evaluated on their writing.  Although grammar and punctuation is important, it is more important that the students use their creativity and personal style.  They will be evaluated on their overall presentation of their writing and memory poster. They will also be evaluated by their interaction with their peers.
