Name:  Loni Cloutier

Subject:  English and Social Studies (Grief Lesson Plan)
Grade Level:  7th and 8th Grade

Number of Students: 20-30

Length:  45 minutes

Pre-Instructional:

English Language Arts

Meaning and Communication

Content Standard 1: All students will read and comprehend general and technical material.
Benchmark—Later Elementary

1. Use reading for multiple purposes, such as enjoyment, gathering information, learning new procedures, and increasing conceptual understanding.

2. Read with developing fluency a variety of texts, such as short stories, novels, poetry, textbooks, menus, periodicals, and reference materials.
3. Employ multiple strategies to construct meaning, including the use of sentence structure, vocabulary skills, context clues, text structure, mapping, predicting, retelling, and generating questions.
5. Respond to oral, visual, written, and electronic texts, and compare their responses to those of their peers.
Content Standard 2: All students will demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions.

Benchmark—Later Elementary

1. Write fluently for multiple purposes to produce compositions, such as stories, reports, letters, plays, and explanations of processes.

3. Plan and draft texts, and revise and edit in response to suggestions expressed by others about such aspects as ideas, organization, style, and word choice.

4. Identify multiple language conventions and use them when editing text. Examples include recognition of nouns, verbs, and modifiers, capitalization rules, punctuation marks, and spelling.

Content Standard 3: All students will focus on meaning and communication as they listen, speak, view, read, and write in personal, social, occupational, and civic contexts.
Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Integrate listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing skills for multiple purposes and in varied contexts. An example is using all the language arts to prepare and present a unit project on a selected state or country.
3. Read and write fluently, speak confidently, listen and interact appropriately, view knowledgeably, and represent creatively. Examples include exploring ideas in a group, interviewing family and friends, and explaining ideas represented in pictures.
4. Distinguish between verbal and nonverbal communication, and identify and practice elements of effective listening and speaking. Examples include recognizing the impact of variations of facial expression, posture, and volume on oral communication.
5. Employ multiple strategies to construct meaning while reading, listening to, viewing, or creating texts. Examples include summarizing, predicting, generating questions, mapping, examining picture cues, analyzing word structure and sentence structure, discussing with peers, and using context and text structure.

7. Recognize and use texts as models and employ varied techniques to construct text, convey meaning, and express feelings to influence an audience. Examples include effective introductions and conclusions, different points of view, and rich descriptions.

8. Express their responses to oral, visual, written, and electronic texts, and compare their responses to those of others.

Language

Content Standard 4: All students will use the English language effectively.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Describe language patterns used in their spoken, written, and visual communication contexts, such as school, neighborhood, sports, children’s periodicals, and hobbies.

4. Explore how words normally considered synonyms can carry different connotations when used in a variety of spoken and written texts.

5. Recognize and use language appropriate for varied contexts and purposes. Examples include community building, mathematics class, team sports, friendly and formal letters or invitations, requests for information, interviews with adults, and significant discussions.

Voice

Content Standard 6: All students will learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Practice using elements of effective communication to enhance their relationships in their school and communities. Examples include enunciation of terms, use of humor, and use of emphasis.
2. Explain the importance of developing confidence and a unique presence or voice in their own oral and written communication.

4. Reveal personal voice by explaining growth in learning and accomplishment through their selection of materials for different purposes and audiences. Examples include portfolios, displays, literacy interviews, and submissions for publications.
Skills and Processes

Content Standard 7: All students will demonstrate, analyze, and reflect upon the skills and processes used to communicate through listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing.

Benchmark—Later Elementary

3. Apply new learning by forming questions and setting learning goals that will aid in self regulation and reflection on their developing literacy.
4. Develop and use a variety of strategies for planning, drafting, revising, and editing different forms of texts for specific purposes. Examples include brainstorming, revising with peers, sensitivity to audience, and strategies appropriate for purposes, such as informing, persuading, entertaining, and inspiring.
Genre and Craft of Language
Content Standard 8: All students will explore and use the characteristics of different types of texts, aesthetic elements, and mechanics—including text structure, figurative and descriptive language, spelling, punctuation, and grammar—to construct and convey meaning.

Benchmark—Later Elementary

1. Identify and use mechanics that enhance and clarify understanding. Examples include sentence structure, paragraphing, appropriate punctuation, grammatical constructions, conventional spelling, and relating in sequence an account of an oral or visual experience.
4. Identify and use aspects of the craft of the speaker, writer, and illustrator to formulate and express their ideas artistically. Examples include intonation, hues, design, perspective, dialogue, characterization, metaphor, simile, and points of view.

Depth of Understanding
Content Standard 9: All students will demonstrate understanding of the complexity of enduring issues and recurring problems by making connections and generating themes within and across texts.

Benchmark—Later Elementary

1. Explore and reflect on universal themes and substantive issues from oral, visual, and written texts. Examples include exploration, discovery, and formation of personal relationships.

Ideas In Action
Content Standard 10: All students will apply knowledge, ideas, and issues drawn from texts to their lives and the lives of others.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Identify how their own experiences influence their understanding of key ideas in literature and other texts.

2. Combine skills to reveal their strengthening literacy. Examples include writing and illustrating a text, reading and then orally analyzing a text, and listening to and then summarizing a presentation.
Inquiry and Research
Content Standard 11: All students will define and investigate important issues and problems using a variety of resources, including technology, to explore and create texts.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Generate questions about important issues that affect them or topics about which they are curious, and use discussion to narrow questions for research.

4. Using multiple media, develop and present a short presentation to communicate conclusions based on the investigation of an issue or problem. Examples include charts, posters, transparencies, audio tapes, videos, and diagrams.

Critical Standards
Content Standard 12: All students will develop and apply personal, shared, and academic criteria for the enjoyment, appreciation, and evaluation of their own and others’ oral, written, and visual texts.

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Develop individual standards for effective communication for different purposes, and compare them to their own oral, visual, and written texts. An example is evaluating a project report in terms of personal standards for content, style, and organization.

2. Develop and apply both individual and shared standards based on exemplary works created for varied purposes and contexts.

3. Demonstrate preferences in reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and representing based on aesthetic qualities, and explain their choices.
4. Create a collection of personal work selected according to both individual and shared criteria, judging the merit of each selection.

5. Develop standards to analyze how the style and substance of personal messages reflect the values of a communicator.

Social Studies

Geographic Perspective

Content Standard 1: All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of places, cultures, and settlements. (People, Places and Cultures)
Benchmark—Later Elementary

3. Locate and describe the major places, cultures, and communities of the nation and compare their characteristics.

Content Standard 4: All students will describe and compare characteristics of ecosystems, states, regions, countries, major world regions, and patterns and explain the processes that created them.

(Regions, Patterns and Processes)

Benchmark—Later Elementary

2. Describe places, cultures, and communities in the United States and compare them with those in other regions and countries.

Inquiry

Content Standard 1: All students will acquire information from books, maps, newspapers, data sets and other sources, organize and present the information in maps, graphs, charts and timelines, interpret the meaning and significance of information, and use a variety of electronic technologies to assist in accessing and managing information. (Information Processing)

Benchmark—Later Elementary
1. Locate information about local, state and national communities using a variety of traditional sources, electronic technologies, and direct observations.
Content Standard 2: All students will conduct investigations by formulating a clear statement of a question, gathering and organizing information from a variety of sources, analyzing and interpreting information, formulating and testing hypotheses, reporting results both orally and in writing, and making use of appropriate technology. (Conducting Investigations)

Benchmark—Later Elementary

3. Construct an answer to the question posed and support their answer with evidence.
Grade Level Content Expectations
English Language Arts

Reading

Word Recognition and Word Study—R.WS.07.01 Explain and use word structure, sentence structure, and prediction to aid in decoding and understanding the meanings of words encountered in context.
Word Recognition and Word Study—R.WS.07.02 Use structural, syntactic, and semantic analysis to recognize unfamiliar words in context including idioms, analogies, metaphors, similes, knowledge of roots and affixes, major word chunks/rimes, and syllabication.

Word Recognition and Word Study—R.WS.07.03 Automatically recognize frequently encountered words in print with the number of words that can be read fluently increasing steadily across the school year.
Word Recognition and Word Study—R.WS.07.04 Know the meanings of words encountered frequently in grade-level reading and oral language contexts.

Word Recognition and Word Study—R.WS.07.05 Acquire and apply strategies to identify unknown words and construct meaning.

Vocabulary—R.WS.07.07 In context, determine the meaning of words and phrases including cross cultural expressions, mathematical expressions, scientific procedures, and literary terms using strategies and authentic content-related resources.

Comprehension— R.CM.07.01 Connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world to themes and perspectives in text through oral and written responses.

Comprehension—R.CM.07.03 Analyze global themes, universal truths, and principles within and across texts to create a deeper understanding by drawing conclusions, making inferences, and synthesizing.

Critical Standards— R.CS.07.01 Analyze the appropriateness of shared, individual and expert standards based on purpose, context, and audience in order to assess their own writing and the writing of others.

Reading Attitude— R.AT.07.01 Be enthusiastic about reading and do substantial reading and writing on their own.

Writing

Writing Genre— W.GN.07.01 Write a cohesive narrative piece such as a memoir, drama, legend, mystery, poetry, or myth that includes appropriate conventions to the genre employing literary and plot devices (e.g., internal and/or external conflicts, antagonists/protagonists, personification).

Writing Process— W.PR.07.01 Set a purpose, consider audience, and replicate authors’ styles and patterns when writing a narrative or informational piece.

Writing Process— W.PR.07.02 Apply a variety of pre-writing strategies for both narrative (e.g., graphically depict roles of antagonist/protagonist, internal/external conflict) and informational writing (e.g., position statement/supporting evidence, problem statement/solution, or compare/ contrast).

Writing Process— W.PR.07.03 Revise drafts to reflect different perspectives for multiple purposes and to ensure that content, structure, elements of style and voice, literary devices, and text features are consistent.

Writing Process— W.PR.07.04 Draft focused ideas using titles, leads, and endings in a variety of text structures to achieve a specific purpose for intended audiences when writing compositions.

Writing Process— W.PR.07.05 Proofread and edit writing using grade-level checklists and other appropriate resources both individually and in groups.

Personal Style— W.PS.07.01 Exhibit personal style and voice to enhance the written message in both narrative (e.g., personification, humor, element of surprise) and informational writing (e.g., emotional appeal, strong opinion, credible support).

Grammar and Usage— W.GR.07.01 In the context of writing, correctly use style conventions (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook) and a variety of grammatical structures including participial phrases; adverbial subordinate clauses; superlative adjectives and adverbs; present, past, future, continuous verb tenses; parentheses; singular and plural possessive forms; and indefinite pronoun referents.

Spelling— W.SP.07.01 In the context of writing, correctly spell the derivatives of bases and affixes.

Handwriting—W.HW.07.01 Write neat and legible compositions.

Writing Attitude—W.AT.07.01 Be enthusiastic about writing and learning to write.

Speaking

Conventions— S.CN.07.01 Adjust their use of language to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes by using specialized language related to a topic and selecting words carefully to achieve precise meaning when presenting.

Conventions— S.CN.07.02 Speak effectively using slang, dialect, and colloquial language suitably to create interest and drama in narrative and informational presentations.

Conventions— S.CN.07.03 Present in standard American English if it is their first language. (Students whose first language is not English will present in their developing version of standard American English.)

Listening and Viewing

Conventions— L.CN.07.02 Listen to or view critically while demonstrating appropriate social skills of audience behaviors (e.g., eye contact, attentive, supportive); critically examine the verbal and non-verbal strategies during speeches and presentations.
Response— L.RP.07.03 Identify a speaker’s attitude toward a subject expressed through tone, mood, emotional cues, and depth of content.

Social Studies

Geography

Geographical Understanding –7– G1.3.3 Explain the different ways in which places are connected and how those connections demonstrate interdependence and accessibility.

Human Characteristics of Place

Places and Regions—7– G2.2.1 Describe the human characteristics of the region under study (including languages, religion, economic system, governmental system, cultural traditions).

Objectives
1. The student will learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience.
2. The student will demonstrate the ability to write clear and grammatically correct sentences, paragraphs, and compositions.
3. The student will draft texts, revise and edit in response to suggestions expressed by others about such aspects as ideas, organization, style, and word choice.
4. The student will proofread and edit writing using grade-level checklists and other appropriate resources both individually and in groups.
Materials
http://www.rubrics4teachers.com/sixtraits.php
http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/articles/dead-education.html
http://kids.yahoo.com/directory/Around-the-World/Countries/Mexico/Cultures-and-Traditions/Holidays/Dia-de-los-Muertos-(Day-of-the-Dead)
Paper, pencil, rubric for story
1. Introductory Activity
The teacher

2. Developmental Activities
Concluding the Lesson
Follow-Up Activity or Assignment
Post-Instructional:

Evaluation of Student Learning

