COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF & BREAVEMENT, INC.

AUGUST 23, 2011 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

     BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Beyers Wakeman, Barbara Kendall, Sarah Baratono, Kathryn Moore, Pam Anderson, Marja Salani, Patty Peterson, An-gel Kenneally, Betty Fisher, Bonnie Johnson, Amy Terhune, Marianne Benghefer. A quorum was established with perfect attendance of the board. Guest: Brian Rendel.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy welcomed members to the meeting and provided opportunities for members to share news and concerns. Brian Rendel shared information on the work he is doing at CC Mental Health Institute as Project Coordinator for a Youth Suicide Prevention Program. The current grant will be providing support and identification of youth at risk in Baraga County this fall. Plans for the future will include Houghton County young people. He will keep the coalition informed on the work of this project since we have had a history of grief support to suicide survivors in the past. 

MEETING FOCUS: The focus of the meeting was to elect officers for the coming year and continue planning for our October program. Nancy reminded the group of our theme for 2011- Growing Thru Grief.  The board discussed the theme and voted to continue this focus into our coming year.
MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the last board meeting in June were accepted without change. Members have been able to review minutes on line thanks to our web master Amy Terhune.

TREASURER REPORT: Kathryn reported that the balance in our treasury is $1,444.15. She will present a budget for the coming year at our next meeting.

ELECTION: The following officers were elected for a two year term ending 2013:


Nancy Wakeman Chairperson



Bonnie Johnson Financial Auditor



An-gel Kenneally Board Member



Marianne Benghefer Board Member



Pam Anderson Board Member

Nancy pointed we now has representation from Baraga, Houghton, Ontonagon and Keweenaw Counties. In addition we are so pleased to have representation from local Hospices, Dial Help and a Clergy person representing the faith community.



COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Program and Events 
Nancy reported that there has been preliminary planning done by committee members via e-mail. She reminded the group of our past successful program: Now and Then (Almost) Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about End of Life Issues But were Afraid to Ask.  We will again title the program the same and format it as a panel discussion. We will hold the program on October 5, 2011 at the Bluffs. Our panel will be composed of a physician: Sigurds Janners, nurse: Cindy Griffin, social worker: Carol Olson, funeral director: Ron Antila, attorney Ron Helman and moderator Bonnie Johnson. There was a discussion as to board members taking responsibility for aspects of the program. Nancy will schedule another planning meeting before our September Annual Meeting.
Grants and Funding 

Nancy encouraged all of us to keep possible sources of funding in mind as we plan another year of programming. She mentioned that there is a request for grant funding applications from the Keweenaw Foundation. Marianne announced that Portage Health will be donating $200.00 to support our coming program. Nancy expressed gratitude from the coalition. We hope to secure more donations before October.
Publicity and Membership 

We were pleased with Marja’s support in publishing our meeting date this month in the Gazette. We will be looking for more publicity from the Gazette this fall.
Speaker’s Bureau  

Nancy was the guest speaker at the Bereavement Lunch last month. We continue to contribute speakers at the AKHHH Bereavement Lunches. We reminded the group to continue to look for opportunities to speak to the community on the importance of addressing grief and offering support. Nancy and Patty are available for referrals from Dial Help’s help line and are both supporting grieving people. We are so pleased with Dial Help’s cooperation with the coalition. 

Art from the Grieving Heart 

Barbara and Pam reported plans for 2012 Art from the Grieving Heart Program will begin in January.  Pam and Barbara thanked all coalition members for their assistance in the past and will count on assistance in 2012.
OLD BUSINESS: 

· We discussed our plans for a fall retreat to be held at Nancy’s rental home in Eagle Harbor.  We chose October 14th as the date. Patty has agreed to facilitate a program for us.  More planning will be discussed at the October board meeting.
· The newsletter will be published and mailed to coalition members on September 1st.
NEW BUSINESS: 

· We again raised the issue of needing additional board members. We currently have twelve members and have space for another board member. Marja has a person who may be interested.
· A suggestion was made that we purchase a book of grief support to be used as we encounter grieving people interested in additional information. Nancy has a suggestion of a book by Alan Wolfelt. We will explore costs and bring the information to the next meeting.
· Nancy informed us that she has completed our 2012 post card filing with the IRS. 

· Nancy informed us that we have received a request from Samantha Collins from the Lake Superior Hospice requesting time to present information on their program for support of grieving children.  Nancy will invite her to come to our October board meeting as we felt time would be limited at our annual meeting next month.

FUTURE MEETINGS SCHEDULED: Our annual meeting is scheduled for September 13, 2011. The next board meeting will be on October 11, 2011. Nancy scheduled a program planning meeting for Tuesday August 30, 2011 at 1:00 PM all other meetings will be held at 3:30 PM at Gloria Dei church in Hancock.
Note: The 2012 meeting schedule will be January 10, 2012 Board Meeting, March 13, 2012 General Membership Meeting and June 12, 2012 Board Meeting.  
