COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF & BREAVEMENT, INC.

JUNE 8, 2010 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

     BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Beyers Wakeman, Patty Peterson, Barbara Kendall, Kathy Ptaszek, An-gel Kenneally, Bonnie Johnson, Kathryn Moore and Marja Salani. Guest: Sarah Baratono. Excused members: Marianne Benghefer, and Karen Kezele. Absent members: Pam Anderson and Betty Fisher. A quorum was established.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy welcomed Sarah Baratono, Social Worker from Aspirus Keweenaw Home Health and Hospice to the meeting. We have learned that Karen Kezele will be leaving AKHHH this month and Sarah will be willing to join the board representing her agency. Karen has told the board she will remain actively involved in planning our fall program. Kathy Ptaszek announced her retirement from Aspirus Superior Home Health and Hospice in January of next year. It is our hope she will continue with the coalition. Nancy asked other members present to share agency news and their personal grief concerns.

MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the last board meeting on January 12, 2010 were reviewed and placed on file. Barbara reminded members that meeting minutes are now available on our coalition web site. A few paper copies will be available at meetings for those requesting them.
TREASURER REPORT: Kathryn reported that the balance in our treasury is $2,378.86. We have received $100.00 from Aspirus Superior Hospice. Barbara will send a thank you letter. Nancy informed us that she has learned that in order for us to remain a 501c3 organization and tax free with the IRS we will need to file an application at the end of each fiscal year. Nancy has completed this online for this year and Kathryn will be filing our status form for the coming year on October 1st. A paper copy of this documentation is available for anyone who needs it from Kathryn, Barbara or Nancy.
MEETING FOCUS: Nancy announced that this meeting focus be on planning the coming fall program: Recognizing the Cues When Children and Adolescents Grieve. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Program Planning: It was reported that the planning for Recognizing the Cues When Children and Adolescents Grieve is underway. There is a tentative time line for publicity for the October 7 and 8th program. Brochures have been printed and Marianne furnished the board with 200 copies for distribution. The brochures have been printed by Portage Health. A copy of the brochure will be available on line at our web site.  Mailing of additional brochures will be done per our publicity plan. Communication has been frequent with the speaker and she is anxious to travel to us to present the programs. Nancy gave us copies of a grant proposal to be sent to the Pamida Cooperation requesting $2,000. A program budget was available for the board to review. Kathryn assured us that we have received several contributions from area agencies and we do have funds available in our treasury. It is our hope to be awarded the grant and continue to receive support from the area. The program committee set the next meeting date of July 27th 3:30 at Gloria Dei Church. All interested members are invited to attend and assist in planning our program. All are welcome.
· Art from the Grieving Heart: Barbara reported a successful 3rd annual Art from the Grieving Heart competition. We had a total of 60 entries and two new schools sending essays for the contest. There were 80 attending our awards ceremony and coverage from two newspapers as well as the Finlandia reporters. Copies of the booklets containing the winning essays were distributed to members who had not attended the awards ceremony. Any coalition member wishing to receive a copy can contact Barbara. The obvious benefit of our program is the relationship we now have with Finlandia University. Barbara announced that we will have a 2011 plan for the program at our annual meeting in September.
· Publicity and Membership We will be having our annual election of officers at our August board meeting. Nancy will contact officers whose term is expiring in 2010 to see if they are willing to be reelected for another two year term. We will recruit potential board members if there will be vacancies. We hope to have a full 13 member board of directors.  Marja will continue to publish meeting announcements in the newspapers. Our semi annual newsletter will be mailed to our general membership on September 1st announcing our annual meeting date and encourage attendance. It was suggested we think about hold another retreat for board members as we have done in the past. Marja suggested Patty conduct the retreat as she has attended presentations by Patty is very impressed. There was much support of the idea. Nancy is willing to host the retreat this summer or early fall if we can arrange it
· Speaker’s Bureau Patty, Nancy and Kathy Ptaszek have all been a guest speaker at the monthly Bereavement Lunches. Nancy will schedule talks to the Keweenaw Service groups when she is able and if they are still interested in learning more about the coalition.
·  Grants and Funding An-gel and Nancy are planning to submit the proposal for funding support for our fall program on children’s grief with the Pamida Company as soon as the final revisions are made. Nancy plans to contact Valorie Troche to see if she will review the grant and make possible suggestions. We will continue to seek additional funding from the community.
OLD BUSINESS: 

· We are grateful to Amy Terhune for creating our coalition web site.  It is very well done and is now connected to Dial Help. We encouraged all members to visit the site at www.grief-ccgb.org 
· We discussed our plan to provide resources for parents and caregivers to support grieving children. A resource guide has been compiled by the Finlandia Education students and available for those at the meeting. Barbara will contact Amy to see if it can be available on line to those visiting our web site.
· The request from the Calumet clergy for us to lead an educational support group in their area was raised. Portage Hospice reported that they did not hold their spring support group because of too few people registering. Carol Olsen and Marianne are meeting with Bob White to see if they can assist him in presenting the program. It is our hope that an announcement will be available soon and we can publicize the plan with our fall newsletter.
NEXT MEETING SCHEDULE: The program committee will be meeting on July 27th, the board will meet again on August 31st and our annual meeting will be on September 14. All meetings will be at 3:30 PM and held at Gloria Dei church.  Note: We are very grateful to Portage Hospital for continuing to donate postage for our mailings, the Methodist Church for donating copies and to Antila’s for donating the printing of our coalition envelopes. 
