COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF AND BREAVEMENT, INC.

ANNUAL MEETING 

ON SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

      MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Wakeman, Patty Peterson, Kathryn Moore, Marja Salani, Barbara Kendall,  Bonnie Johnson, Betty Fisher, Karen Kezele, Sue Antila, Beth Campeau-Johnson, An-gel Kenneally, Amy Terhune, Father Augustin and Liisa Lawrence. 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy opened the meeting with a welcome to those attending their first coalition meeting.  Amy Terhune is the new pastor at the Methodist church in Hancock, Father Augustin is the new priest at Resurrection Church in Hancock and Liisa is a grieving person, new to the community and expressed an interest in our organization. Those members present introduced themselves and shared agency news. 

MEETING FOCUS: The meeting focus was to conduct the business of our annual meeting and plan for the coming year. 

MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from our general membership meeting on March 10, 2009 were reviewed and placed on file.

TREASURER REPORT: The treasurer reported our current treasury total is $2,170.66. The detailed report of treasury transactions is available for review and a copy put on file. A proposed budget of $1,980.00 for coming year was presented, accepted and placed on file. The annual audit will take place before our October board meeting. 
MISSION STATEMENT AND GOALS: Members were reminded that our events and projects are based on our goals for the year and fit into our mission statement. Nancy distributed a list of our accomplishments for the last year meeting our objectives. We accepted the following for the 2009-2010 year. Our mission statement remains the same: The Mission of the Community Coalition on Grief and Bereavement is to provide grief education, support and referrals to the people of Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw and Ontonagon Counties.
Revised Goals and Objectives:

1. To provide grief education, support, and referrals to the people of Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw and Ontonagon counties.

· Distribute grief and bereavement support materials with a plan to reprint materials if necessary.

· Collaborate with community groups to present educational seminar/ workshops.     

· Present an Art from the Grieving Heart event.

· Offer educational opportunities for coalition members and the community.

· Investigate a program to support grieving children and their families.

· Explore efforts to offer a bereavement educational support group.

· Offer a workshop training church leaders in bereavement support.

· Collaborate with other community agencies to offer a support group for family survivors of suicide. 

· Be available to Omega House staff for grief support and education.

2. To improve the financial status of the coalition.

· Seek opportunities for grant funding for coalition efforts.

· Educate the community on the benefit of donating to our 501c3 organization.

· Continue to sell coalition post cards at community events.

3. To provide awareness of the mission of the coalition to the community.

· Maintain the coalition’s visibility in the community by seeking media coverage for meetings, programs and events.

· Explore the creation of a Coalition Web site. 

· Recruit new members.

· Collaborate with other organizations pursuing a similar mission.

· Volunteer with local Hospice organizations in sponsoring the Annual Hospice Foundation teleconference in the spring of 2010.

· Promote community grief and bereavement programs from the Coalition speaker’s bureau.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Board Meeting Report Barbara reported on the board meeting held on September 1st. At that meeting we held our election as follows: 
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· Art from the Grieving Heart: We heard from Barbara on the progress of our 2010 program plans. We will introduce the program at the October 9th teacher in-service education day during a breakout session for teachers interested in grief education. The session will be presented by Rebecca Strobe the teacher who has participated in the Art from the Grieving Heart Program in the past. Finlandia University education students will be writing student lessons in October.  We will present the program to area principals this fall. We will send reminders to schools in January and then also announce the contest to the community. The  deadline for submitting grief writings will be April 1, 2010, judging on April 8th and the community reception for winners on April 22, 2010 at the Finnish Heritage Center in Hancock. The plaques for winners will be ordered. We expect financial support from the Hancock Rotary Club and have funds set aside in our budget for this effort. 
· Program Plans for the Coming Year
Nancy led a discussion about possible plans for 2010 programming. The group supported the need for family and children’s grief and bereavement education. One idea presented was for us to create a leaflet for parents with a list of resources to include library books and community support. This leaflet would be available to the community after we listed resources and possibly purchased new materials. It was suggested we look to sources of funding such as Pamida and the Rotary.
Carolyn Peterson sent a request to the coalition to again assist her in sponsoring a series of classes addressing human mortality.  The program was a success last year with a waiting list of people interested in attending. We will ask Candy to submit a formal plan with dates for us to review. We decided this is an excellent opportunity to educate the community and we will again assist in the effort. 
The group brought up the need for still birth grief education in our community, We will continue to look into this need to see if we can collaborate with others in offering this service.

When Dial Help announces the formation of suicide support we will be available to give them our information on the group that formed and met last spring. We will consider assisting in a community awareness event for prevention and education when the need arises.  Marja reminded us of Pat Gallinaugh idea for us to assist in the creation of a memory quilt made by survivors of suicide from our community. 
· Grant Writing & Financial: We will continue to explore sources of funding.
· Speaker’s Bureau: Patty Peterson continues to respond to the community requests for speaking on grief and bereavement. She will assist in hospice volunteer training for Portage Hospice. Nancy will again try to reach Omega House to see if they need our assistance. Karen is a member of the Keweenaw Rotary and will seek invitations for us to speak to that group. 
 OLD BUSINESS:

· Nancy reminded us of coming events: The Marquette October 30th Grief program speaker will be Rachel Kodanaz of the Heart Light Grief and Loss Center in Denver Colorado. The group was reminded that the coalition will pay conference fees for two members to attend. Nancy reminded the group this Spring Hospice Teleconference will be March 24, 2010 next year. The topic will be Living with Grief: Cancer and End of Life Care.

NEW BUSINESS:
· The group discussed the creation of a coalition website. Amy Terhune has had experience in creating her church website and offered to explore this idea. We are eager for this to happen and will work with her to create it.
NEXT MEETINGS: Nancy asked that the next board meeting date be changed to October 6th since she will be leaving for Florida the next week. The next general meeting will be in March of 2010. We will have a board meeting in January. 
