COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF & BREAVEMENT, INC.

AUGUST 31, 2010 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

     BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Beyers Wakeman, Patty Peterson, Barbara Kendall, An-gel Kenneally, Bonnie Johnson, Kathryn Moore, Pam Anderson, Marja Salani, Sarah Baratono and Amy Terhune. A quorum was established.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy welcomed Sarah Baratono and Amy Terhune who both are expressing a desire to be elected to the board. Nancy asked members to share agency news and any personal grief concerns that they may have. Marja announced a program to be presented on Depression and Suicide Prevention with speaker Pat Gallinagh on September 22, 2010. The 2010 Memory Walk will be on September 11th to raise money for Alzheimer’s disease research. Marja also shared her concerns for her program’s funding and the possible loss of her job.
ELLECTION OF OFFICERS: Karen Kezele letter of resignation was read. The names of the officers whose terms have expired were read and all have agreed to be reelected for another two year term. Amy and Sarah again agreed to be elected to the board. The slate of officers was elected unanimously. Our officers for the next year are as follows:

Executive Committee Nancy Wakeman Chairperson 


2011





   Patty Peterson Vice-Chairperson

2012





   Barbara Kendall Secretary 


2012






   Kathryn Moore Treasurer 


2012





   Bonnie Johnson Financial Auditor
 
2011


Members at Large
   Amy Terhune




2012





   Sarah Baratono




2012





   Betty Fisher 




2012

   Marja Salani

 


2012





   An-gel Kenneally




2011





   Pam Anderson




2011





   Marianne Benghefer



2011

Kathy Ptaszek has not submitted a letter of resignation at this time and is willing to continue to work with us on our October program. With her resignation we can elect a 13th member to the board. Nancy reminded us to be thinking of a new member.  Nancy reminded officers that we would like all board members to serve on a planning committee. Barbara distributed a list of committees offering opportunities to those present to sign up.

MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the last board meeting in June have been reviewed by members on line. There were no suggested corrections. Barbara reminded members that meeting minutes are now available on our coalition web site. A few paper copies will be available at meetings for those requesting them.

TREASURER REPORT: Kathryn reported that the balance in our treasury is $2,680.32. It was announced that we did not receive the grant we had counted on to assist in funding our October Children’s Grief program. Nancy reminded members to look for donations and possible sources of money to try to make up this deficit in our program’s budget. Our membership mailing this week to will include an invitation to donate to this fund.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Program Planning: It was reported that the planning for Recognizing the Cues When Children and Adolescents Grieve is continuing Sue Antila will send announcements to the media. Barbara is distributing flyers and brochures in the community as well as bring the announcement to the ISD to be e-mailed to teachers and school administrators. Barbara has been in contact with Carla Strome to try to schedule our speaker’s presentation on Friday to teachers. Nancy and Sue have contributed to pay for a Gazette article to be published on the business section on September 29th. Nancy will work on article content and because she will be out of the country until the end on September. Bonnie and Barbara will follow up with the Gazette reporter. Sarah agreed to write an article on Children’s Grief to be published in the newspaper under the agreement AKHHH has with the newspaper. Barbara and Bonnie will follow up with the radio stations for publicity. All coalition on our mailing list will receive our semi annual newsletter and program information. A copy of the brochure is available on line at our web site.  Barbara is communicating with Finlandia regarding the room rental and with the Hospice volunteers at AKHHH to donate bakery. All board members have been asked if they will also contribute snacks. Nancy suggested another meeting of the planning committee on October 5th to make sure we are ready for the program. Our speaker has received numerous e-mails from board members as well as a request for a letter of agreement.
· Art from the Grieving Heart: Barbara reported that the 2011 annual Art from the Grieving Heart competition planning is on hold for now. Finlandia has not begun their semester yet and a decision was made with Laurene that we would wait until January to announce a plan. In the mean time Laurene’s students will be writing grief lessons and will be attending our October Children’s grief program. Finlandia’s Elementary Education program is committed to educating facility and children in the importance of expressing grief and loss. We are fortunate to have this partnership. 
· Publicity and Membership Marja continues to publish meeting announcements in the newspapers. All other publicity has been reported on in our program committee report. 
· Grants and Funding Nancy announced she is following up with Pamida stores to at least donate enough for a paid advertisement. She expressed her disappointment that we did not receive the grant because the Pamida managers said that they had not heard of the work of the coalition. Nancy has visited the Calumet Pamida manager to review the 14 years of our coalition’s work in the community. 
OLD BUSINESS: 

· The Portage Hospice Grief Support program being planned for next month in cooperation with the Calumet clergy will be announced to all of the members on our mailing list. Carol Olsen and Marianne hope that they will have enough interested people with this offering since they had to cancel the spring plan because of lack of interest.
· It was again suggested we hold another retreat for board members as we have done in the past. Marja suggested Patty conduct the retreat as she has attended presentations by Patty is very impressed. There was much support of the idea. Nancy is willing to host the retreat this summer or early fall if we can arrange it
NEXT MEETING SCHEDULE: September 14, 2010 will be our annual meeting at 3:30 PM at Gloria Dei church.  
