COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF & BREAVEMENT, INC.

OCTOBER 12, 2010 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

     BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Beyers Wakeman, Barbara Kendall, An-gel Kenneally, Bonnie Johnson, Kathryn Moore, Pam Anderson, Sarah Baratono and guest Rebecca. A quorum was established.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy welcomed Rebecca Crane the executive director of Dial Help to the meeting. Members present shared their news. Nancy thanked everyone for the work done for our successful program last week. 
MEETING FOCUS: The focus of the meeting will be to evaluate our efforts and look to future and begin to plan possible 2011 programs and projects.

MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the last board meeting in August were available for review. There were no suggested corrections. Barbara reminded members that meeting minutes are now available on our coalition web site. A few paper copies will be available at meetings for those requesting them. Also on our web site is a list of elected officers for 2011, committee membership and our 2011 goals and objectives.
TREASURER REPORT: Kathryn reported that the balance in our treasury is $1,728.41. She told us that there are outstanding bills from last week’s program and a complete report will be available when she receives the outstanding requests for reimbursement. Kathryn did share with the group that we will have the funds to pay our bills and have a surplus to be carried into the New Year. An audit was completed and put on file.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Program and Events It was reported that a total of one hundred people attended Recognizing the Cues When Children and Adolescents Grieve. Thank you letters have been sent to those donating and supporting the event. The letters reminded donors of the tax advantage of contributing to our 501c3 organization. Other than many very positive antidotal comments from participants there were other positive outcomes of our efforts such as: 
· The addition of four individuals expressing an interest in joining the coalition and being placed on our mailing list. 
· Our ability to raise enough money to present the program despite our failure to secure grant funding. 
· All coalition board members and other community organizations contributed in-kind donations.
· A retired teacher in L’Anse is very interested in assisting us with our 2011 Art from the Grieving Heart program.
· The attendance of students from the Health Careers Program and The Finlandia Elementary Education programs. 
· Our coordination with the Copper Country Intermediate School District inviting our speaker to present to teachers on their in-service education day.

· An excellent article written in the Gazette and our established relationship with Kelly Fosness the Gazette reporter. We also acknowledge the successful public service announcements on five radio stations. 
· Publicity in three area newspapers as well as The Catholic Monthly Newsletter.
Other comments from the program committee included a plan to meet again in the spring and explore future community education events. Barbara will be meeting with Candy Peterson and Kathleen Johnson form AKHHH to plan the five week course on Exploring Mortality. The announcement will be available at our January meeting.
· Grants and Funding Nancy announced she is following up with Pamida stores to express our disappointment that we did not receive the grant because the Pamida managers said that they had not heard of the work of the coalition. Nancy will explore possible future funding. The group offered several ideas for raising money such as: a celebrity dinner, chocolate event and coordinating art efforts with Keweenaw Krayons
· Publicity and Membership Nancy will ask the Gazette to publish a follow-up article and photo from our program. She will also submit a letter to the editor thanking our supporters. We will need to plan for the publicity for our meetings since Marja is no longer employed and has been submitting this information until now. 
· Speaker’s Bureau Nancy and Sarah have spoken at the AKHHH Bereavement Lunches. We reminded the group to continue to look for opportunities to speak to the community on the importance of addressing grief.
· Art from the Grieving Heart Barbara reported that she and Pam will be meeting this fall to begin to make plans for the 2011 program. There has been much interest from the Finlandia faculty and energy from Baraga County. A report will be available at our January meeting. 
OLD BUSINESS: 

· The Portage Hospice Grief Support program planned by Carol Olsen and Marianne will be offered again in the spring since they had to cancel the fall plan because of lack of interest.
· We have plans to hold our retreat for board members on Friday October 22, 2010 at Nancy’s rental home in Eagle harbor. It will be a potluck and we will try to coordinate transportation. Barbara will call members. 
· We readdressed our plan to offer parents a bibliography for material to assist in help grieving children. We will give Kelly’s handouts to Amy to be put on our web site and look into a link with the BHK offerings. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
· We will offer conference fees for two board members to attend the fall MGH Grief conference on October 29th. Members should contact Kathryn if interested.
· Our next newsletter will be published in January or February when we have our plans set for 2011 Art from the Grieving Heart and Exploring Mortality.
· Rebecca spoke to the group about Dial Help’s plans to hold a Suicide prevention program on November 20. They are looking for a speaker on the needs of grieving people. Dial Help will also be forming a Suicide Coalition for Prevention. The group will be meeting quarterly and their hope is that a member of the coalition will be available to join this effort. 

· The board members spent time discussing a possible theme for the coming year. It was suggested we focus on grief through our lives as we continue our work in accomplishing our goals.
NEXT MEETING SCHEDULE: January 11, 2011 will be our annual meeting at 3:30 PM at Gloria Dei church.  
