COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF & BREAVEMENT, INC.

JANUARY 12, 2010 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

     BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Beyers Wakeman, Patty Peterson, Barbara Kendall, Kathy Ptaszek, Karen Kezele, Betty Fisher, An-gel Kenneally. Guests: Carol Olsen and Marianne Benghefer, Excused from attendance at the meeting was Bonnie Johnson, Kathryn Moore, Pam Anderson and Marja Salani. A quorum was established.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy welcomed the two guests to the meeting. Carol Olsen is the Hospice Home Care Medical Social Worker from Portage Health and Marianne Benghefer the Hospice Volunteer & Bereavement Coordinator at Portage Health. Both women shared their interest in grief support and education and a desire to work with other community organizations and groups with similar goals. Betty shared with them the availability of AARP grief education materials and will see that Carol and Marianne receive samples of the publications. Nancy asked those members present to share agency news.

MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the last board meeting on October 6, 2010 were reviewed and placed on file.

TREASURER REPORT: There was no treasurer report at this time. Barbara did report that Kathryn reimbursed the C.L. Sullivan School in L’Anse for copies needed for the October teacher in-service. Our last treasury total was reported in October as $2,110.75. 

MEETING FOCUS: Nancy announced that this meeting focus will report on the coming program: Art from the Grieving Heart and plans for a program on Children’s Grief in the fall. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Program Planning: Nancy reported on her continuing communication with Kelly Rhoades-Dumler, a professor at Madonna College and chairperson of their Hospice and Palliative Studies program. She is willing to travel to the U.P. and present a program for professionals, parents and speak at the 2010 teacher in-service program in October 2010. We all agreed that this program would fit into our goal for addressing the support of grieving children in our community and an excellent effort of our group. The suggested title of the program is Recognizing the Cues When Children Grieve. We made suggestions to the planning committee on scheduling an afternoon program on Thursday October 7th for professionals and other interested people serving children, an evening program open to the public and then a breakout session at the teacher in-service on Friday October 8th. Program plans and details will be presented at our March general membership meeting.
· Art from the Grieving Heart: There were no members at the meeting who attended the fall teacher in-service but the report was the presentation by Rebecca Strobe, teacher from the CL Sullivan School, was well attended and those teachers who attended this break out session will be teaching grief lessons in the class room. It is our hope to increase the number of classrooms participating in our 2010 Art from the Grieving Heart competition.
Barbara reported that she will be submitting announcements to radio stations and the newspapers to encourage participation in the program. Laurene Ziegler will be reminding teachers and principals of the coming deadline for entries on April 1, 2010.  We will be contacting a Daily Mining Gazette reporter to request an article on Art from the Grieving Heart. Pam and Bonnie will be asked to follow up with a press release in Ontonagon and Baraga Counties.
The group was reminded that April 22, 2010 has been set for the awards ceremony for contest winners to be held at the Finnish Heritage Center in Hancock. We will need all members to assist at the event. More planning will take place in March.

· Publicity and Membership There was no formal report however we were pleased with the interest of Portage Hospice and their desire to serve on the board of directors.
· Speaker’s Bureau Patty, Nancy and Kathy Ptaszek have all been a guest speaker at the monthly Bereavement Lunches. Nancy will schedule talks to the Keweenaw Service groups when she returns from Florida. We will continue to explore other opportunities as this is a good way for us to promote the coalition in the community.
· Grants and Funding An-gel and Nancy are planning to submit a proposal for funding support for our fall program on children’s grief with the Pamida Company. We have been promised financial support from the Hancock Rotary and Aspirus Keweenaw Home Health and Hospice for the 2010 Art from the Grieving Heart program. 
OLD BUSINESS: 

· An-gel reported that Dial Help hosted a teleconference for surviving family members of people who have completed suicide. Dial Help will continue to plan to offer support an education to this group of grieving people and will bring us more information in the future. An announcement was made on the creation of a memorial quilt of those who have completed suicide from our area.  Information is available from Marja Salani at the Institute.

· Several members attended the October 30th Grief program in Marquette. The speaker, Rachel Kodanaz of the Heart Light Grief and Loss Center from Denver Colorado spoke about a successful four week support and educational program for grieving people. Carol Olsen from Portage Hospice will possibly offer this opportunity in our community this spring. We all agreed to support this effort. Carol will let us know when the plan is made.
· Barbara reported that Amy Terhune is willing to begin the creation of a coalition web site.  We approved the expense of $20.00 to secure a web address. Our treasurer will send her the check. Both Nancy and An-gel will be the coalition board members who will consult with Amy on creating the web site. We all expressed delight with this idea and what we would like to see on the site. We will have a report at the next meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS:

· We decided we would publish our next newsletter in March to remind people on our mailing list of our general meeting, Art from the Grieving Heart and our fall program plans.

· The collaborative effort of the coalition and Carolyn Peterson on Embracing Mortality will begin on January 19th. We encouraged all members to help in the promotion. 
· We adjourned to call a special meeting to elect a new board member.

NEXT MEETING: We are very grateful to Portage Hospital for continuing to donate postage for our mailings, the Methodist Church for donating copies and to Antila’s for donating the printing of our coalition envelopes. The next meeting will be our general meeting on March 9th. The board will meet again on June 8th.
