COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF AND BREAVEMENT, INC.

GENERAL MEETING 

MARCH 9, 2010 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

      MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Kathryn Moore, Marja Salani, Barbara Kendall, Betty Fisher, Karen Kezele, Sue Antila, An-gel Kenneally, Kathy Ptaszek, Carol Olsen, Marianne Benghefer, Pam Anderson, Tim Ryan, Marcy Romps . 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Vice-chairperson Patty Peterson was unable to chair the meeting today so Barbara opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.  Tim Ryan was introduced as having worked with us in the past on programming.  Marcy Romps was attending a meeting for the first time and expressed an interest in helping us with our fall program. We are most grateful for everyone’s attendance and interest in the goals of the coalition. Nancy sent greetings to the group from Florida and will return to the area in May. Those members present introduced themselves and shared agency news. 

MEETING FOCUS: Committee reports and program planning. 
MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the annual meeting on September 15, 2009 were reviewed and placed on file.

TREASURER REPORT: The treasurer reported our current treasury total is $2,395.87. 
The report included the $300.00 contribution from the Hancock Rotary and $100.00 from Aspirus Keweenaw Home Health and Hospice.
MISSION STATEMENT AND GOALS: Members were reminded that our events and projects are based on our goals for the year and fit into our mission statement: The Mission of the Community Coalition on Grief and Bereavement is to provide grief education, support and referrals to the people of Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw and Ontonagon Counties.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Board Meeting Report Barbara reported on the board meetings held in October and January.  Business and decisions will be discussed during our committee reports. We increased the membership of our board 12 with the election of Marianne Benghefer.  One position on the board remains vacant. The membership of the board is as follows:
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· Art from the Grieving Heart: We heard from Barbara on the progress of our 2010 program plans. We only have one group of entries in the contest at this time. We have had publicity on two radio stations and letters sent to all teachers through the ISD. Pam reported that she will contact Baraga county schools and work with the L’Anse Sentinel for more publicity. Barbara will contact the Daily Mining Gazette again. It is our hope to have more entries and proceed with our schedule for judging and planning for our Awards Reception. Karen will ask the volunteers from AKHHH to donate food for this event on April 22, 2010 at the Finnish American Heritage Center. Pam and Barbara continue to work on plans.
· Program Reports We reviewed the success of our Grief Caregiver Education Program held on September 26, 2009 and the Teacher Education presented on October 9, 2009. Barbara reported on the cooperative effort we had with Carolyn Peterson in presenting the five week Embracing Mortality program. Attendance was 18 people and the program well received. It is an important educational effort that encourages people to look at end of life issues and advanced decision planning.
Karen and Sue reported on the progress on planning our fall program on children’s grief. Our speaker will be Kelly Rhoades-Dumler, PhD. She is an author and faculty from Madonna College in Livonia Michigan. The program title will be Recognizing the Cues when Children Grieve. The target audience will be teachers, counselors, clergy, medical and hospice staff, law enforcement personnel, volunteers, parents and families. There will be three presentations on October 7 and 8 2010. The committee will contact the presenter to get more information regarding accommodation needs, meals and transportation and look for a meeting place for the Thursday programs. Marja said the Friday program for the fall teacher Inservice will be covered by the ISD and CCMHS.  Marcy Romps volunteered to donate her guest cabins for two nights to house the speaker and her husband. Karen will host a committee planning meeting early in April and we will have a report at the next board meeting in June.
· Grant Writing & Financial: We will continue to explore sources of funding especially now that we have a firm plan for a fall program. An-gel will contact Nancy and begin the application to the Pamida Foundation.
· Speaker’s Bureau: Barbara reported that she has been asking several coalition members to speak at the AKHHH monthly bereavement lunches. Barbara is a volunteer with AKHHH and helps coordinate the lunches. The clergy group in Calumet has asked for information on holding educational programs on managing grief. Barbara will follow up on this request.
 OLD BUSINESS:

· Barbara reported that Amy Terhune is working on our web site. An-gel will be working with her and asked us to look at several of her our photos to be used as Amy accomplishes this task. Barbara will have the meeting minutes on a disk for Amy to have available to members on line. An-gel showed us a sample of a coalition brochure that could be downloaded when our web site is up and running. We all looked a sample and will review it before it is made available. We are grateful to both Amy and An-gel for their work and talent. 
· There was no further discussion about the plan to publish a resource for parents to support grieving children. We can possibly address this idea before our fall program.
· An-gel had no more information about a support group for family members grieving the suicide of a loved one. The plan remains on the list at dial help.
· Karen announced that space will be limited at the March 24th Hospice Living with Grief: Cancer and End of Life Care teleconference. Interested members should call AKHHH to register.
NEW BUSINESS:
· Barbara has sent a thank you note to Antila Funeral Services, Inc. to thank Sue and Ron for their donation of coalition envelopes. The First United Methodist Church has been donating copies for our mailings. Postage has been donated by Portage Health. Barbara acknowledged this donation in a letter to Karen Vandyke. 
· Carol and Marianne announced their plan to offer an interactive bereavement support group Facing the Mourning. The program will be for four weeks beginning on April 8th. We all took flyers and will assist in promoting this educational opportunity.
· Marja announced that there will be senior citizen education programs in the area on Investment Fraud and Mail Scams. More information will be published.
NEXT MEETINGS: The next general meeting will be our annual meeting next September. There will be two board meetings before September, one in June and one in August. More information will follow.
