COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF & BREAVEMENT, INC.

JUNE 14, 2011 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

     BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Beyers Wakeman, Barbara Kendall, Sarah Baratono, Kathryn Moore, Pam Anderson, Marja Salani, Patty Peterson. Carol Olsen attended representing Marianne Benghefer. A quorum was established.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy welcomed members to the meeting and provided opportunities for members to share news and concerns. Nancy thanked everyone for their on going commitment to the coalition. 

MEETING FOCUS: The focus of the meeting was to begin to plan a fall program. 
Nancy reminded the group of our theme for 2011- Growing Thru Grief.
MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the last board meeting in January were made available for review via e-mail. There were no suggestions for correction. Barbara reminded members that meeting minutes are now available on our coalition web site. 
TREASURER REPORT: Kathryn reported that the balance in our treasury is $1,393.79. She reported that expenses from our Art from the Grieving Heart program in April were less than $200.00.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Program and Events 
Nancy reported that there has been preliminary planning done by committee members via e-mail. She reminded the group of our past successful program: Now and Then (Almost) Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about End of Life Issues But were Afraid to Ask.  We held the program in early October at the Bluffs. Our panel was composed of a physician, nurse, social worker, funeral director, attorney and a moderator. There was a discussion by the group as to who we would invite to participate this year. The group suggested we be sure to include fair representation from agencies that support the coalition. Nancy invited any coalition member to contact her and join in the planning. She will hold a planning meeting this summer and report to the group at the next board meeting in August. 

Grants and Funding 

Nancy encouraged all of us to keep possible sources of funding in mind as we plan another year of programming.
Publicity and Membership 

Nancy reminded the members that we need to submit our meeting dates to the Gazette to keep community interest in the coalition. We are very pleased with the quality of our web page and how Amy is keeping the information up to date. We need to educate the community of the information on our web site.
Speaker’s Bureau  

We continue to contribute speakers at the AKHHH Bereavement Lunches. We reminded the group to continue to look for opportunities to speak to the community on the importance of addressing grief. Nancy and Patty are available for referrals from Dial Help’s help line and are both supporting grieving people. We are so pleased with Dial Help’s cooperation with the coalition. 
Art from the Grieving Heart 

Barbara and Pam reported on the success of our 2011 Art from the Grieving Heart Program. They reported on the outstanding partnership and cooperation from the Finlandia faculty and energy from Baraga County. We had 100 entries, 10 schools and included more participation than ever before. The reception was attended by over 100 people with good media representation.  We completed the program well within budget.  Our 2012 plans will begin in January.  Pam and Barbara thanked all coalition members for their assistance.
OLD BUSINESS: 

· We discussed plans for a fall retreat to be held at Nancy’s rental home in Eagle Harbor this year. Patty agreed to facilitate a program for us.  More planning will be held this summer.
· We again raised the issue of needing additional board members. We have received a resignation from Kathy Ptaszek. Marja and Nancy have contacted potential members and will follow up with invitations to join the board.  We will hold an election at the August board meeting.
· We have information on this year’s Hospice Teleconference/Spirituality and End of Life Care from Sarah.  She will make the CD available to members wishing to view it.
NEW BUSINESS: 

· Our fall newsletter will be published in September and include information on our annual meeting, fall program, and board retreat.
NEXT MEETING SCHEDULE: Our next board meeting will be on August 23, 2011 at 3:30 PM at Gloria Dei church.  
