COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF AND BREAVEMENT, INC.

GENERAL MEETING 

MARCH 8, 2011 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

                MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Kathryn Moore, Marja Salani, Barbara Kendall, Marianne Benghefer, Betty Fisher, Sarah Baratono, Patty Peterson, Pam Anderson, and Amy Terhune.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Vice-chairperson Patty Peterson called the meeting to order in the absence of Nancy. Nancy sent greetings from Florida and meeting directions. She will return in May. Those members present introduced themselves and shared news. 

MEETING FOCUS: The purpose of this semi-annual general meeting has been to inform our membership on our programming and need to become more involved in the work of the coalition. We are encouraged to invite interested community individuals to join our organization. The meeting agenda includes a review of our plans for programming for this year.
MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from our annual meeting in September 2010 and two board meetings, October and January were available for members at the meeting. It was pointed out that our meeting minutes are available on our web site. Unfortunately there was a few weeks gap in our web address recently. Amy has corrected this by renewing our web address. We will need to pay $20.00 a year for this purpose. We reminded members of our web address: www.grief-ccgb.org.
TREASURER REPORT: The treasurer reported our current treasury total is $1,570.67. Kathryn informed us that we received three donations this month totaling $250.00. Two of the donations are in memory of loved ones. We are so pleased with these gifts. The group was reminded that we are a 501c3 organization and there is a tax benefit for contributions. Barbara will send thank you letters to the three donors. 

MISSION STATEMENT AND GOALS: Members were reminded that our events and projects are based on our goals for the year and fit into our mission statement: The Mission of the Community Coalition on Grief and Bereavement is to provide grief education, support and referrals to the people of Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw and Ontonagon Counties. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Program Report:  Barbara reported on the success of the Exploring Mortality class series.  There were more that 20 individuals attending with meaningful discussions. Candy Peterson invited impressive speakers and recruited the participants. The Portage Library hosted the program and did all the publicity and registration. It was a successful program series and well worth our efforts in co-sponsoring the class series with Candy Peterson. There was a suggestion for an additional follow up program to be presented by an attorney, speaking on what legal preparations need to be made when planning for the end of life. Candy has invited Valorie Troche to present this program on March 29th at the library. We are pleased with this plan and encouraged members to attend and announce the event to others.  We will continue to work with Candy and Portage Library next winter.
· Program Planning: Members discussed the suggestions that were raised at our last meeting for fall programming. We were reminded that our theme for 2011 will be Growing Thru Grief. We have not heard from Kathy Ptaszek. We had invited her to present a general community program on managing grief and loss. Patty reported on the status of her book. As of now she does not think she will be ready for a community presentation. She does not have a publication date. Nancy will be following up on plans for our group to sponsor a community 
· program by Art Stancher, speaking on Finding the Strength to Go On. The plan will be for Art to speak at the Ahmeek Church in Keweenaw County. 
We were reminded that we have sponsored a successful program in the past, hosting a panel of speakers discussing end of life issues. Barbara will look up the plan we used for this program and report back to the group at the next meeting as a possible idea for a fall community program.
.
· Art from the Grieving Heart: Barbara and Pam reported that the 2011 annual Art from the Grieving Heart competition planning is well under way. Finlandia students have completed the creation of classroom grief lessons and have been presenting them. Dr. Laurene Ziegler, Barbara and three Finlandia Elementary Education students were interviewed at WOLF radio last week and we have a plan for a program to be aired on Eagle Radio. We are fortunate to have this partnership with Finlandia and it has been an important piece in the success of Art from the Grieving Heart competition. Pam has purchased metals, ribbons and certificates for the awards this year. The plan is to judge entries next week with the awards ceremony on April 7th on Finlandia’s Finnish American Center. Barbara asked for volunteers to bring refreshments to the event. Marja and Sarah will be out of town and donated money for the purchase of food. Marianne volunteered to set up the refreshment table. We will be purchasing coffee and punch from the Finlandia food service.  We expect very little expenses this year for the event but will be announcing our contributors at the program. All members were encouraged to attend the awards event. 
· Grant Writing & Financial: We will continue to explore sources of funding. We will sell our post cards at our April Awards program.
· Speaker’s Bureau:  There were no reports of formal presentations by coalition members at the meeting. Barbara reported she will be speaking at the April Bereavement Lunch. Sarah announced that the Bereavement lunch site for the Houghton-Hancock area has been changed to the Kangas Café. The May date for the lunch will be the third week of May since the Michigan House will be closed the second week of May. Anyone interested in more information about the lunches can contact Sarah at AKHHH.
 OLD BUSINESS: 
· Sarah announced that the spring Hospice Teleconference will be offered in the form of a DVD that can be loaned to people who may be interested in viewing it. Sarah will have more information as it becomes available to her. She expects it will take place the week of April 18th.
· Marja presented information on the spring conference Win-Some Women to be held on Mackinaw Island in May. Dates need to be chosen and members interested in going should contact Marja. This idea of our board members attending the conference as a group came from our fall retreat as an opportunity to become more acquainted with each other.
· Nancy wanted to remind us again of the opportunity to find another board member for the coalition. Nancy will be happy to hear from anyone with a nomination. 
NEXT MEETINGS: The next board meeting will be on June 14, 2011 3:30 PM at the Gloria Dei Church in Hancock. 
