COMMUNITY COALITION ON GRIEF & BREAVEMENT, INC.

October 11, 2011 3:30 PM

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, HANCOCK

     BOARD MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Nancy Beyers Wakeman, Barbara Kendall, Sarah Baratono, Kathryn Moore, Pam Anderson, Bonnie Johnson. There were two guests attending Larry Skendzel and Samantha Collins. A quorum was established. 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Nancy welcomed members to the meeting and provided opportunities for members to share news and concerns. Our quests were introduced from the Lake Superior Hospice of Marquette. 

MEETING FOCUS: The focus of the meeting was to review our fall program and discuss our plans for the coming year. Nancy reminded the group of our theme for 2011- Growing Thru Grief.  
MEETING MINUTES: The minutes from the last board meeting in August were accepted without change. Members have been able to review minutes on line thanks to our web master Amy Terhune.

TREASURER REPORT: Kathryn reported that the balance in our treasury is $1,583.05. She reviewed the budget for the coming year and it was approved. An audit was conducted by the financial committee and placed on file.  

GUEST PRESENTATION:  We heard from Dr. Larry Skendzel the medical director at the Lake Superior Hospice and Samantha Collins Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator. They presented information on a community coalition established in Marquette to provide bereavement services to children. A bereavement camp experience is being planned for next summer and available to any child in the U.P. experiencing grief. They provided us with a brochure and an opportunity to refer children from our area and offer financial support. The board accepted this information and proposal with much enthusiasm and felt it fits into the mission and goals of the coalition. We will discuss specific support at our January meeting and will distribute their information on our web site and with our newsletter mailing in January. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Program and Events 
Board members reviewed our very successful program: Now and Then (Almost) Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about End of Life Issues But were Afraid to Ask held on October 5, 2011 at the Bluffs in Houghton. There were over 100 people attending with many questions and positive comments. Nancy distributed a list of evaluation comments with suggestions for us when we offer another panel discussion. The documentation of the comments will be on file to be reviewed when we plan another program. We had excellent publicity and Gazette coverage for the event. Our panel was composed of physician Sigurds Janners, nurse, Cindy Griffin, social worker: Carol Olson, funeral director: Ron Antila, Pastor Amy Terhune, attorney Ron Helman and moderator Bonnie Johnson. We celebrate that there was participation from ever board member.  In addition we added names to our mailing list and those people attending who will be willing to work with us in the future. We all felt that we will consider offering another program like this again in the future. We decided that offering a program in the fall is important to keep the efforts and work of the coalition visible in the community.
Grants and Funding 

Nancy encouraged all of us to keep possible sources of funding in mind as we plan another year of programming. She mentioned that there is a request for grant funding applications from the Keweenaw Foundation. 

Publicity and Membership 

We were pleased with Marja’s support in publishing our meeting date this month in the Gazette and especially to reporter Kelly Fosness Nancy will send a letter of thanks to be published in the editorial section of the paper.
Speaker’s Bureau  

Nancy was the guest speaker at the Bereavement Lunch last month. Barbara spoke at the bereavement lunch today and Patty will speak next month. We reminded the group to continue to look for opportunities to speak to the community on the importance of addressing grief and offering support. Nancy and Patty are available for referrals from Dial Help’s help line and are both supporting grieving people. We are so pleased with Dial Help’s cooperation with the coalition. 

Art from the Grieving Heart 

Barbara and Pam reported plans for 2012 Art from the Grieving Heart Program will begin in January.  We will again be working with Finlandia University and meet their schedule for the spring. Pam and Barbara thanked all coalition members for their assistance in the past and will count on assistance in 2012.
OLD BUSINESS: 
· We discussed our plans for a fall retreat to be held at Nancy’s rental home in Eagle Harbor later this week. Patty will facilitate a program for us.  
· It was announced that there will not be a Grief Program in Marquette this month.
· We have not heard from Candy Peterson regarding our Exploring Mortality program to be held in the early winter. We will announce the dates at our January meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS:
· We again raised the issue of needing additional board members. We currently have twelve members and have space for another board member. who may be interested.
· We will publish our next newsletter In January when we have a schedule for Art from the Heart and Exploring Mortality.
FUTURE MEETINGS SCHEDULED: The 2012 meeting schedule will be January 10, 2012 Board Meeting, March 13, 2012 General Membership Meeting and June 12, 2012 Board Meeting.
